EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISE LINE COMPARISON

From flexible premium cruising to a nearly zero-decisions luxury experience

Cruise line and position | Ship and atmosphere Beverages and dining Excursions, Wi-Fi and gratuities Signature strength Best fit and advisor perspective

Viking River
Upper-premium / consistent

AmaWaterways
Premium / active and
culinary

Avalon Waterways
Premium / flexible and
spacious

Emerald Cruises
Premium-plus /
contemporary value

Uniworld
Luxury / boutique and
all-inclusive

Scenic River
Ultra-luxury / truly
all-inclusive

Tauck River Cruises
Luxury guided journey /
access-led

CroisiEurope
European value / widest
waterway reach

Modern Scandinavian Longships,
generally quiet and adult-focused.
Efficient layouts and a familiar
experience across a large European
network.

Contemporary ships with a warm
social feel, wellness hosts, bicycles
and multiple activity levels. Some
twin-balcony cabins.

Contemporary Suite Ships known for
Panorama Suites with beds facing
floor-to-ceiling windows. Relaxed,
independent-minded atmosphere.

Modern Star-Ships with clean design
and features such as an indoor pool
that converts to a cinema on many
vessels.

Individually decorated Boutique River
Ships with ornate, hotel-like interiors,
high-touch service and a distinctive
sense of place.

All-suite Space-Ships with butler
service for every suite and multiple
dining choices. Refined,
contemporary and service intensive.

Tauck charters premium riverboats
and adds multiple Tauck Directors,
small-group guiding and a highly
orchestrated land-and-river
experience.

French-owned small ships with a
more European ambience,
multilingual clientele and vessel
designs tailored to unusual rivers and
canals.

All onboard meals; beer, wine and soft
drinks with lunch and dinner; coffee, tea
and water throughout the day. Optional
beverage package.

Meals, wine and beer with lunch and
dinner, plus a daily Sip & Sail cocktail
hour. Premium drinks are additional.

Meals; wine and beer with lunch and
dinner; soft drinks during the day; daily
Happy Hour and extensive non-alcoholic
choices.

Meals; wine, beer and soft drinks with
lunch and dinner. Optional beverage
packages extend service beyond meals.

Farm-to-table dining and unlimited
beverages, including premium spirits and
wines, are included throughout the
cruise.

All meals, premium beverages
throughout the day and a replenished
minibar are included.

All onboard meals and snacks, selected
dining ashore and unlimited beverages,
including premium spirits, are included.

Meals and a broad onboard beverage
program are generally included;
premium-list items remain additional.

One included excursion in each port and
Wi-Fi. Optional tours cost extra. Gratuities
are generally additional for U.S. guests.

Guided excursions, often with gentle,
regular and active choices; Wi-Fi included.
Gratuities and some optional tours are
additional.

Included Classic, Discovery and Active
excursions; complimentary Starlink Wi-Fi.
Gratuities are generally additional.

Most excursions, EmeraldPLUS and active
options; Wi-Fi and gratuities included.
DiscoverMORE tours cost extra.

A broad choice of excursions, Wi-Fi and
onboard gratuities are included. Bicycles
and wellness activities add flexibility.

Scenic Freechoice excursions, exclusive
Enrich events, Wi-Fi and onboard and
onshore gratuities are included; selected
special activities may cost extra.

Private small-group excursions, exclusive
events, Wi-Fi, transfers and customary
gratuities are included.

Wi-Fi is included. Excursion inclusion
varies by package; gratuities are generally
additional and should be verified.

Largest name recognition, strong
enrichment and easy-to-understand
itineraries.

Choice on shore, wellness
programming, active touring and
food-and-wine themed departures.

Beds with a View, flexible touring
styles and a less structured
onboard personality.

A polished middle ground between
premium and fully all-inclusive
luxury.

Highly individual ship design and a
genuinely inclusive onboard
experience.

One-number pricing, butler service
and exclusive cultural access.

Exceptional guiding, special access
and seamless handling beyond the
ship.

Unique access to the Loire,
Guadalquivir, Venice Lagoon, Elbe
and other less-common routes.

First-time river cruisers and couples who value
consistency, destination lectures and a calm
onboard rhythm.

Couples or friends with different activity levels,
cyclists, walkers and travelers who want more
included touring choice.

Independent travelers who prioritize cabin design,
scenic viewing and the freedom to mix sightseeing
styles.

Value-conscious clients wanting contemporary
ships, included gratuities and a balanced mix of
touring and free time.

Luxury clients who appreciate artful interiors,
personalized service and one upfront price with few
onboard decisions.

Travelers seeking a nearly zero-decisions luxury
trip and willing to pay more upfront for broad
inclusions.

Milestone trips and clients who value expert
direction, exclusive experiences and effortless
logistics more than ship branding.

Experienced travelers, Francophiles and value
seekers willing to trade a familiar U.S.-style product
for authentic regional reach.

Advisor note: Fare structures, excursion choices, transfers and gratuity policies vary by itinerary, market and promotion. River ships can involve steep gangways, rafting through other vessels, cobblestones and walking tours; review elevators, docking access and gentle-tour
availability for every client. Information reviewed August 2026; verify current terms when quoting.
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